UNIVERSITY OF
LEADING

THE WAY
WESTMINSTERF

WestminsterResearch
http://www.westminster.ac.uk/research/westminsterresearch

New vernaculars and feminine ecriture; twenty-first century
avant-garde film

Ruth Novaczek

Faculty of Media, Arts and Design

This is an electronic version of a PhD thesis awarded by the University of
Westminster. © The Author, 2015.

This is an exact reproduction of the paper copy held by the University of
Westminster library.

The WestminsterResearch online digital archive at the University of
Westminster aims to make the research output of the University available to a
wider audience. Copyright and Moral Rights remain with the authors and/or
copyright owners.

Users are permitted to download and/or print one copy for non-commercial
private study or research. Further distribution and any use of material from
within this archive for profit-making enterprises or for commercial gain is
strictly forbidden.

Whilst further distribution of specific materials from within this archive is forbidden,
you may freely distribute the URL of WestminsterResearch:
(http://westminsterresearch.wmin.ac.uk/).

In case of abuse or copyright appearing without permission e-malil
repository@westminster.ac.uk




"Treating each exhibition as a hub from which radiated myriad effects, the book also tracks the international impact of some twenty
watershed shows through public and critical reaction. . . . For students of the twentieth century, it's an indispensable read." - - Alexandra
Anderson-Spivy, Art Journal. From the Inside Flap. "Scholarly, sympathetic, lucidé€”and filled with fascinating detaila€"The Avant-Garde
in Exhibition is as valuable as a reference as it is exciting as a narrative."a€"Arthur Danto. From the Back Cover. "Scholarly, sympathetic,
lucid (and filled with fascinating detail (The Avant-G... This practice-based research project explores the parameters of 4€“ and aims to
construct 4€* a new film language for a feminine A@criture within a twenty first century avant-garde practice. My two films, Radio and
The New World, together with my contextualising thesis, ask how new vernaculars might construct subjectivity in the contemporary
moment.A Through interrogating the methodologies of feminist, independent, mainstream & experimental films, their use of
protagonists, montage, mise en scene and soundtrack, | argue that my two films have developed new vernaculars, which offer the
potential to constitute a new feminine A@criture through a knowing revival of cinema as a form of exploratory language. This is
chronological list of avant-garde and experimental films split by decade. Often there may be considerable overlap particularly between
avant-garde/experimental and other genres (including, documentaries, fantasy, and science fiction films); the list should attempt to
document films which are more closely related to the avant-garde, even if it bends genres. List of avant-garde films before 1930. List of
avant-garde films of the 1930s. List of avant-garde films of the 1940s. In those twenty-one years the American avant-garde cinema has
changed dramatically, above all, because of the great numbers of film-makers who continue to work in its inherited genres, to transform
them, and to invent new ones. The films of the past two decades are so many and so varied that it would not be possible to discuss,
even summarily, the best of them in one supplementary chapter.A However, with the test of time, my failure to write about some of their
contemporaries, particularly Warren Sonbert, Andrew Noren, James Benning, and Peter Hutton, grows more conspicuously short-
sighted. Furthermore, although | had acknowledged the power of



